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So, the currently available international knowledge seems to agree thaidlof ty

brace used is less important than the way in which a brace is applied (SOSORT
criteria) [4].

Nevertheless, this way of thinking could drive the field to a form of nihilism, where
what you do (brace) is less important than how you do it (SOSORT criteria).
Consequently, a comparison among the different tools applied by different physicians
is mandatory, in order to understand these tools and to be able to separate their
different indications. Until now, there have been very few comparison studies on
different braces: one RCT [9], and some studies mainly with historical co{itbl

16]. A critical assessment of some of these studies is vital, since imaasais there

has been doubt that the authors were experts in the use of the types of braces
evaluated in the study. As a consequence, a more sound understanding of the basis
behind the use of different braces is required to increase common background
knowledge and to finally be able to safely compare the different instruments.

The aim of this paper is to present in a journal article format the SPORT braces
(Sforzesco, Fig. 1; Sibilla, Fig. 2; and Lapadula, Fig. 3), which today constitute a
family of braces constructed following a single concept of bracing (BP@R

complete booklet version of this work can be freely downloaded

(http://www.isico.it/uk/sforzesco).

History

The Sforzesco brace, named in honour of the Medieval Sforza family (Fig. 4), was
developed by two of the authors (SN and GM) in the autumn of 2004 while searching
for a way to avoid casting for the worst patients Subsequently, the SPoRT

(Symmetric, Patient-oriented, Rigid, Three-dimensional, active) coonté&pacing
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